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ENGLISH 315 - FUTURESTUUIES

-

Phil o~phy fGoa 1s:
/

Hecause students are in the process of shaping personal strategies for

their Ol-In futures, a study of possible alternatives is a useful exercise to

enhance the development for problem solving and communication skills at an

advanced level. ihe demonstration of these problem solutions will be in the

form of written and oral presentations based on readings, research and class-

room discussions.

General Objectives:

1) The student I'/i11 extend hi slher appreci at i on of the scope, vdri ety of

approaches, and numbers of primary and secondary sources of data

concerned with the future.

2) The student will develop his critical reading skills as he examines

the contents, and the idea structure of the writing.

3) The student 'dill extend his reading, writing and speaking vocabu-

laries.

4) The student I-/ill develop his writing skills through reading and

writing exercises that interpret or solve problems posed by course

content.
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5) The student will write competent formal and informal reports.

6) The student will develop skills in critical reading, editing for clear,

logical, systematic organization, and proofreading.

7) Students will develop skills in oral presentation both informally to- -- .-

small groups and formally to large groups.

e) Students will develop skills in Q.!:..Q.bJem_solv-ing through creative,

extrapolative and analytical thinking skills applied to real world

problems.

Assignment Ubjectives:

1) Students will show analytical reading skills, and demonstrate capa-

bility \'Iith tile shorter informal written presentation by submitting

written assignments based on any six of the twelve units covered during

tile semester.

2) Stu,jents will submit one compilation of any four of the shorter assign-

ment 5 (Ass i gnment Object i ve #1) in the form of a short formal report

with bibliography.

3) Students will submit one longer, formal research report (approx. 1500

words in length).

4) Students will develop small group oral corrmunications skills by forrn-

ing and working in a study group of approx. 4 people.

5) Srudents \.:ill develop more advanced large groups oral communications

skills by participating as a member of a symposium panel. The panel

membershi pI-Ii 11 be the study group.

--- ---
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6) Students will develop critical and analytic skills by reviel'/ing the

submission of their study group member~ indicating by question,

comment, or revision suggestion such changes as may improve the pa~er.

The rough draft with study group commentarVill be submitted and

stappled to each finished draft.

7) Students will demonstrate research skills by the selection of a suit-

able topic, and the preparation of a bibliography, and outline for the

major research paper (Objective #3). This bibliography and outline

\'/i 11 be revi ewed by the teacher three (3) weeks before the due date of

the paper.

8) StJdents \'/ill develop problem solving techniques by means of projet-

tive, analytical, and projective approaches to all written and oral

materia1.

9) Students will sho,... mastry of critical and evaluative listening skills

by the completion of a symposium evaluation sheet (see attach:;;c:ot

page) for each symposium given.
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Evaluation

Students will be evaluated on the follo~ing

1) 6 informal written submissions *

2) 1 shorter formal written report

3) 1 oral symposium presentation

4) 1 longer Research Oriented form report

5) Completion of a Symposium Evaluation Sheet for each presentation.

* informal written submissions may take the form of:

A) A summary of the unit readings and collateral material

U) A critical analysis of an idea

C) An extrapolation of a current situation

U) An evaluation of a proposed solution

E) A student proposed solution to a problem indicating why it is feasible

F) A fictional short story dealing with a given topic

G) A parody or any creative writing that responds to the readings

H) Other approaches with prior teacher approval

--
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TOPICS

Unit I, 2, 3 Weeks of:

Population, Food, Housing January !:Iand 16

Students will read pp. 1 - 39 in the text and submit one of their shorter

informal presentations.

Some useful development methods for this topic are:

A) Hriting a systematic procedure for dealing with the problem of popula-

tion, indicating the application of this to several global areas

~) I~riting a comparison/contrast look at the problem of food resources

vs. population and indicating some proposed solutions

C) Write an analysis of the mechanisms bj' which adequate Musing can be

made universally available, and provide a description of at 1 ....__
Ica.:> \. Vile

of these. housing m~chanisms for purposes of this paper. A mechanism

may be technical or economic.



Unit 4. 5. 6. 7 Weeks of:

January 23 and 30

February 6

4) The Great Transition: The 3rd Industrial Revolution

5) Transforming Lifestyles of Future Industrial Societies

6) New Personal Power Relationships

7) Achieving a New Order

Students \'/i11 read pp. 40 - 71. and 86 - lU5. and discuss in class. and in

study groups. Some study groups wi11 prepare for symposi urn presentat ions.

Students will submit the second of their informal written presentations.

Some methods of development that will be useful for these units are:

A) Writ i n9 a summary of the text and coll atera 1 readi ng materi a1 that

dea 1s with the Thi rd Indust ri a1 Revo1ut i on and the Post Industri a 1

Age

B) I~rite a classification sho\'ling some possible future life styles and

showing how these might apply to personal future

C) Write an outline of some causes of the changing power relationships of

\'Iomen. and some of the effects of these new roles

D) \./rite a comparison/contrast of the ideas in the chapter "Achieving A

Nel'l ~/orld Order" and "The I~ew Face of Global Politics"
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Students will select their topic for majoi research paper and submit by

week of February 20th.

Sym;> os i ums Weeks of:

Units 1 - 7 February 13 and February 20

These weeks will be used for the first eight of the oral symposium presen-

tations by the study groups.

Students will read pp. 121 - 145 and discuss in class in study group.

Students will submit the forth and fifth of their shorter informal presen-

tations.

Some methods of development useful for this unit are:

A) Studer;ts will prepare a short pres€".ntation describing the projected

future of one area of technology. using cause/effect development to

provide a rational for their extrapo1ation.

By the end of the week of February 20. students vi;11 ha ve presented the

3rd i nforma 1 submission and had checked tne topic. working bi bl i ography and

outline of the formal report.

Unit 8. 9. 10 Weeks of:

Technology: Fire in a Uark World Marc h 5

Energy: Getting over the Crunch f1arch 12

Business and the Public Good Ia rc h 19
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15) Having revie\'/ed the material on the future of energy, students will

prepare a compari son/contrast essay that compares the current

situation with the best care/worst case projections for a twenty year

time 1i ne .

Students will write a short unit that shows by means of process analysis

and comparison/contrast how competition and co-operation can exist

simi1taneously in business to promote the public good.

Unit 11 Week of:

Where Uo We Go From Here? March 26

Fi na 1 paper due. -

Students \'/i11 prepare a unit that outlines a projection of the future as

it app1ys to thier own personal development.

Unit 12 Heek of:

Towards a Global Mine April 2

Students \.Ii11 prepare a uni t that out 1i nes agreement or di sa greement \:i th

the text and supports their vie~/point by any rhetorical method.

- - -- -----



Unit 13

Stud,)' Group Ural Presentations

Unit 14

Study Group Oral Presentations

Unit 15

Study Group Oral Presentations

-

- 9 -

~Ieek of:

April 9

14eek of:

April 16

Week of:

Apri 1 23

---


